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Social Studies Update!





We are done with our Panama Canal Project. Students learned about the canal and created information brochures. The brochures will be placed in students’ portfolios so if your child is not done with his or her brochure, he or she needs to complete it ASAP. We are almost ready to continue to work on our Aztec, Maya, and Inca WebQuest (http://educatoral.com/aztec_maya_inca_webq/webquestindex.html) so students can complete and present their PowerPoints.





Students also need to enter what they learned about the Latin American country they studied to our Latin American Facts Wikipedia, which is an online resource of all the wonderful things students learned.


Continued on page 2.
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Science Update!





We are almost done studying Physical Science with our Energy, Machines, and Motion (EMM) kit. That means we are almost ready to begin our Chimacum Creek Water Quality project! We will begin study water quality by the week of March 6! Last year our water quality project expanded to include testing on six sites along the east and west sides of the Hood Canal and this year I found another host who will pay for more field trips to those sites! By the end of May our students will participate in another Hood Canal Youth Summit where they will meet with other students who are conducting water quality tests along the Hood Canal to share data and discuss how the canal is doing. It’s very exciting and our students will be studying very hard to learn about fresh water ecology and other life science topics as well as water chemistry. Check out our water quality website to learn more:


http://educatoral.com/chimacum_creek/cms_water_quality.html


Continued on page 2.
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Important Dates:


Mar 16, 2006 – End of Trimester 2 


Mar 17, 2006 – No School, Tri Break


Mar 23, 2006 – Student-Led Conf


Mar 24, 2006 – Early Release


Apr 13 & 14, 2006 – Hood Canal Water Quality Testing Field Trips
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Social Studies Update!


Continued from p. 1


Here is the link to our Latin American Facts Wiki (you can also access this link from my class website):


http://www.seedwiki.com/wiki/latin_american_facts/





Class Blog!


The trimester ends on March 16 and writing an article for our class blog is part of students’ grades so everyone needs to start blogging (� HYPERLINK "http://mrgonzalez.org/" ��http://mrgonzalez.org/�)! Our classroom blog is a safe and secure way for our students to publish their questions and comments on the topics we are studying this year in class. See my class website to download the blog information and permission letter if you did not receive one.





�


Students Skating
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Science Update!


Continued from p. 1


Students also need to make an entry to our Energy, Machines, and Motion Wiki webpage. For this wiki our students will add definitions for their science vocabulary. As students add definitions, other students can alter the definitions, fix them, add to them, or add their own definitions. This will be our Wikipedia, which is an online encyclopedia created and added to by regular people, in this case students. Maybe our Wikipedia will be a resource to other students on the web studying energy, machines, and motion. Here is the link to our Wiki (you can also access this link from my class website):


http://www.seedwiki.com/wiki/energy_machines_and_motion/
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Ballard Locks Closing








