Hello and welcome to the 6th grade!

We will be studying earth science this year and working on many fascinating projects. Please check my website for more information:  (http://eagle.chimacum.wednet.edu/classpages/menu.html). When the school year gets underway, please check my website weekly to check on homework as well as to check on what your child will be learning from day to day. We will be studying volcanoes, earthquakes, plate tectonics, rocks, minerals, as well as weather and water quality. Sixth graders will be taking tests and monitoring the quality of Chimacum Creek in a few areas near the school with the North Olympic Salmon Coalition (NOSC). If you have expertise in any of these areas and would like to present or help out during projects, please email me and let me know (al_gonzalez@csd49.org).

Attendance is a huge part of my class. Students who miss a lot of class time will probably get a lower grade. I do not take points off for student attendance, but this is an activity class where students use the computers quite often to work on projects or work on labs in small groups. Being absent means that the student is missing a lot more than just the topic we are covering. Nothing can make up for working on a project with your teammates because a lot is learned when working with others.

In our group projects, your child is graded on how hard s/he works as well as on completing the project successfully. When there is a group project, each student has to do work for her/himself and for the group. I always hear that group work is unfair because “my son/daughter does all the work and the other students get the benefits of my son/daughter's work.” This is just not going to be the case. Each student in the group gets a grade on all the work s/he does. I observe students daily and each student has to fill out a form after each project showing me what s/he learned. Therefore, if your child does all s/he is supposed to do, s/he will get a good grade based on what s/he did. I believe that students should be rewarded for learning and discovering. If your child does that and puts forth effort, your child will do wonderfully in my class. The student that does less work in a group project will get a lower grade. Effort counts for a lot in my book. My expectations are that all students write in full and complete sentences, that all students use details to back up what they write or say, and that all students use the proper heading on all papers that are turned in to me. I also expect all students to treat each other well. Extra credit is always available for students who are caught up with all their class assignments or for students who need alternative assignments. Extra credit entails choosing a topic from the earth science textbook that we probably will not cover in class (students need to ask me if a topic they like is available for extra credit), and doing some kind of science project, written report with poster(s), or experiment that can be shared with the class.

Through a series of grants, I have 10 Macintosh computers in my room for student use. That is a ratio of roughly one computer for every three students, which is super. I also have a scanner, a CD burner, a laptop, a projection device, a digital camera, a digital camcorder, a handheld GPS, and five Palm IIIc handheld computers with sensor probes for water quality testing for the students.

Your child does not have to be a computer whiz to run any of the programs we will use in class. Instruction is provided for all students. Your child does not need a computer at home to do any assignment. Class time is given for all students to complete any computer project, but if you have a computer at home I encourage you to help your child use it to work on my projects and all other school projects.

No software can be brought from home to use on any of these computers. Each student has to sign the informed consent agreement of Chimacum Schools before s/he can use a networked computer in our school. This has to deal with using the Internet as well. I expect all students to use the computers in this class.

If you want to checkout a science textbook, you can always do so. Since the textbooks are large and we use them infrequently, I do not feel that every student needs to take one home. I will have enough books in class for every student to use when need be and I will make sure that any homework I assign does not require the use of the textbook. Homework assignments from me come few and far between so check my website often. 
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