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Chimacum Teacher Achieves National Board Certification®


Announcement comes on the heels of independent research proving


 National Board Certified Teachers® are among the best in the country





Chimacum, WA – Alfonso González of Chimacum earned his profession’s top honor by achieving National Board Certification in 2004, according to the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS).  





González teaches 6th grade at Chimacum Middle School.  He has been a teacher for 14 years and holds a Masters degree in teaching.





“With teacher quality serving as the benchmark in determining a student’s academic success, the National Board congratulates all teachers who went through the rigorous National Board Certification process,” said former Georgia Gov. Roy E. Barnes, chair of the NBPTS Board of Directors. “Alfonso’s achievement is especially significant when you consider the powerful research released this year confirming that teachers who earn this distinction represent the gold standard in teaching and are among the most effective teachers in our nation’s classrooms today.”





In recent research on National Board Certified Teachers (NBCTs):


The CNA Corp. found that students of NBCTs did a measurably better job than other ninth and 10th graders on year-end math tests in Miami-Dade County (Fla.) Public Schools. The study of more than 100,000 student Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) records found that NBCTs are particularly effective with students who have special needs, and provides some evidence that African-American and Hispanic students may also receive extra benefits.


Arizona State University found that students of NBCTs outperformed their schoolmates on the Stanford 9 Achievement Test in almost 75 percent of reading, math and language arts meas�ures. On average, these results were equivalent to students spending more than an additional month in the class�room each year.


The University of Washington and The Urban Institute found that children learn more from NBCTs, with scores on year-end math and reading tests averaging 7 percent higher than students whose teach�ers attempted but failed to gain certification, and as much as 15 percent higher among younger and low-income students.
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This project is funded in part with grants from the U.S. Department of Education and the National Science Foundation.  Through September 2004, NBPTS has been appropriated federal funds of $139.2 million, of which $127.1 million was expended.  Such amount represents approximately 35 percent of the National Board Certification project. More than $237 million (65 percent) of the project's cost was financed by non-federal sources.
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National Board Certification is the highest credential in the teaching profession. A voluntary process established by NBPTS, certification is achieved through a rigorous performance-based assessment that takes between one and three years to complete and measures what accomplished teachers should know and be able to do. There are more than 40,000 National Board Certified Teachers nationwide.





“Through National Board Certified Teachers, states and communities are realizing the enormous benefits of using National Board Certification as a tool to attract, reward and retain highly accomplished teachers,” said NBPTS President Joseph A. Aguerrebere.  “It is important to understand that the National Board Certification process not only identifies accomplished teachers, but also is a profound professional development experience. This is a process that forces teachers to demonstrate how their activities, both inside and outside of the classroom, improve student achievement.” 	





All 50 states and more than 500 school districts across the nation have implemented policies and regulations to recruit, reward and retain NBCTs. “In this environment of economic concern, the National Board is extremely grateful to the growing number of states, school districts and municipalities that support National Board Certification and the impact it has on the teaching profession and improved student learning,” added Barnes.


	


###





The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards is an independent, nonprofit, nonpartisan and nongovernmental organization governed by a board of directors, the majority of whom are classroom teachers. Its mission is to establish high and rigorous standards for what accomplished teachers should know and be able to do. For more information about NBPTS, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nbpts.org/" �http://www.nbpts.org�.   





The full text of the CNA Miami-Dade research report is available at �HYPERLINK "http://www.cna.org/expertise/education/"��www.cna.org/expertise/education/�. The full text of the Arizona State University report is available at � HYPERLINK "http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v12n46/" ��http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v12n46/�. The full text of the University of Washington/Urban Institute report, which documented similar gains in student achievement, is available at �HYPERLINK "http://www.crpe.org/workingpapers/pdf/NBPTSquality_report.pdf"��www.crpe.org/workingpapers/pdf/NBPTSquality_report.pdf�. 
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