GROUP AND CLASS DISCUSSION EXPECTATIONS:

EVERYONE has a huge job during group work and class discussion. Both listeners and presenters are responsible for learning!

AS A LISTENER:

1. While someone is presenting to the class, you are seated, looking at them and listening – not talking, working, or wandering.

2. As students explain their work and thinking, your job is to follow their reasoning and conclusions.  If you don’t understand, figure out what it is you don’t understand. Then raise your hand and ask the student for clarification.

3. Think carefully about what is presented.  How does it relate to or confirm what you know? At the end of a presentation, you should be able to either paraphrase what the presenter said, add a related idea, or add a new idea or question.  Raise your hand when it seems appropriate and share these with the class.  Your ideas will help everyone learn more.

4. When a mistake is made, don’t laugh or make a put down.  Raise your hand calmly and politely explain that you think a mistake was made and say what it is and why.  Give the presenter a chance to address the mistake and help them if needed.

5. Be responsible for your own learning by asking questions when you don’t understand.  Ask questions to presenting students if you are unclear about their methods or solutions.  The idea here is to have a class conversation, not a conversation between the teacher and a student held in front of a class during a discussion.

AS A PRESENTER:

1. When asked to present, prepare with your group thoughtfully, making sure everyone has a role. Present as clearly as possible.

2. When you are presenting to the class, look at and talk to your classmates as well as to the teacher.

3. If you are presenting to the class and get stuck, ask the class – not the teacher – for help.

4. Call on students when they raise their hand – don’t wait for the teacher to do it.

