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Chimacum Middle School

Mr. Al González, 6th grade Science

Teacher Commitment








Welcome to Mr. González’s 6th grade Science! Email me if you have any questions at al_gonzalez@csd49.org and check my website for more information at http://educatoral.com/. I will post news and deadlines on the main webpage. My website is the best ways to find out what your child is doing in science and email is the best way to communicate with me. I see about 120 students everyday so I will only post general information about all my classes as opposed to individual information about each student on my website. 

This year you will have access to Skyward where you can check your child’s progress in class. I will do my best to have updated grades halfway through each trimester to help your child do his or her best in Science. Then I will update grades near the end of the trimester. If your child keeps up with work all our lives will be made easier. Rushing at the end of the trimester to catch up on missing work is not a habit we want to instill in our children.

My primary goal is to provide a respectful, student-focused environment where responsibility is practiced and all students are challenged and engaged in meaningful learning. I strongly believe that all students can be successful when in the appropriate setting. Students can expect me to provide an environment that supports flexibility to shift from teacher directed, student to student, and self directed activities. Routines will be fundamental in an atmosphere where support is continuously available for all students. 

I also recognize that students enter my classroom with an array of life experiences, including various exposures to scientific concepts. My objective is to gauge each student’s knowledge and preconceptions in order to plan rigorous lessons for students at all levels of understanding, focusing on the processes that will lead to future success in science studies.

Course Description 

This course will consist of experiences in the following curriculum:

I. Volcanoes

a. Mt. Saint Helens

II. Water Quality

a. Chimacum Creek and Hood Canal

b. Salmon Life Cycle

III. Energy, Machines, and Motion

a. Forms of Energy, Forces, and Simple Machines
Student and Teacher Expectations:

In this classroom you will be given the privilege and the great responsibility to take a great deal of ownership over how your time is spent in class. Planning and managing your time and workload takes self-control and motivation. These skills are essential for student success in high school and college, as well as being a contributing member of our society. 

A lot of the work in science will be done in teams. Your child is graded on how hard s/he works as well as on completing projects successfully. Each student has to do work for her/himself and for the group. If your child does all s/he is supposed to do, s/he will get a good grade based on what s/he did. If your child does that and puts forth effort, your child will do wonderfully in my class. The student that does less work in a group project will get a lower grade. 

Effort counts for a lot in my book. My expectations are that all students write in full and complete sentences, that all students use details to back up what they write or say, and that all students treat each other well. Extra credit is always available for students who are caught up with all their class assignments or for students who need or want alternative assignments.  

The comparisons below will give you an idea of what we can expect of each other on any given day:

	Student

	Focuses on the process of learning while doing daily work, homework, reflections, explanations, and preparing for tests.

	Plans and manages class time and homework to meet deadlines and due dates for units of study. Seek help and ask for clarification when unclear about what to do.



	Hold selves and each other accountable for routines and procedures as well as explanations, reflections, and extensions.



	Determination of “correctness” rests on the student. Students self-assess their understanding of learning outcomes.

	Students take ownership of learning as evidenced by a willingness to carry out their own inquiries.



	Student understands that their work in never “done”. Seeks opportunities for extensions. 



	Teacher

	Focuses on planning learning outcomes for students and instructional strategies to help students achieve standards & benchmarks.

	Creates flowcharts and units plans that clearly communicate assignments and due dates for students to meet in a unit of study. Support students with time management and prioritizing when necessary.

	Clearly establish routines and procedures that provide opportunities to support students in whole group, small group, and 1 on 1 learning situations.

	Teacher supports determination of “correctness” through modeling and facilitation. Teacher monitors student self-assessments.

	Teacher differentiates individual assignments to meet the needs of particular needs. Learning outcomes and standards remain common.

	Teacher understands that their work is never “done”. Challenges students to dig deeper into concepts.




Grading Scale

Following is the grading scale that I will use for this year:

A+
100%
Excellent! Puts forth great effort as well as completing all assignments.

A
93%

A-
90%

B+
89%
Good job! Puts forth good effort as well as completing all or most assignments.

B
83%

B-
80%

C+
79%
Not bad! Puts forth some effort and completed some assignments.

C
73%

C-
70%

D+
69%
Needs improvement. Needs to put forth more effort. Did not complete enough assignments.
D
66%

F
59% or lower. Not trying to pass or purposefully trying to fail. We need to meet. Please email me.
Tests, labs, quizzes, and projects will receive a point score and a corresponding letter grade. Class work and homework will also count into the overall grade.  Tests are worth more than homework or class work, but projects are the most important and worth the most while labs are somewhere in between.  Missing assignments that are done after the fact or copied will receive a lower grade while assignments that are missing completely will receive a zero. 

Al González

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Cut here and return to teacher.)

Student’s name ________________________________________ [Re: Expectations & Grading Scale]

I have read the aforementioned ________________________________________


  



(Parent’s signature)

on  ________________________________ 

      (today’s date).
Supply List


Students need two Composition Notebooks and one Pee Chee type folder, which will stay in class at all times. I do this so that students do not lose their notebooks. In addition, the following supplies need to be brought to class everyday:


Pencil with eraser


Handheld pencil sharpener


Blue or black pen


Colored pen for correcting


Glue stick


Colored pencils or markers





Classroom Expectations for Students and Teachers





Respect the rights and property of others.


Do not interfere with others' rights to learn.


Come to class prepared and on time





In addition, the school's general expectations will be observed.








