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 Chimacum Middle School 
Eighth Grade Life Science Syllabus
Course Information:
Eighth grade science consists of a full year study of Life Science.  Our year in Life Science will focus on the Diversity of Life on this planet as we study living things from the microscopic to the macroscopic. We will use the FOSS kit called Diversity of Life. This course is designed to involve students through a variety of learning techniques that emphasize inquiry, project-based learning, and using technology. By participating in a variety of activities that require them to observe, experiment, communicate, and manipulated science equipment and materials students learn to solve problems, make decisions, and function as productive and responsible global citizens.
 

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR CLASS:
* One or Two Black, Composition Notebooks, Wide-Rule, one Pee-chee type folder, one roll of tape, two glue sticks, a set of colored pencils, a handheld pencil sharpener, and pencils and pens.

Course Outline:

Science Inquiry


Lab procedures and techniques
Measurement
(the microscope)
Cells 
Botany (plants)


Animals
Kingdoms



Comparative Anatomy (dissections)

Progress Reporting and Skyward:
Please refer to the enclosed Science Standards your child will be learning in Science this year. Your child will be assessed based on his or her understanding of those standards. I will send home paper copies of a progress report showing your child’s progress as well as post progress reports online at http://csd49.org/cms/grades/gonzalez/ every 4 to 6 weeks. You just need to use your Skyward Family Access password to view your child’s progress report online. Email me if you forgot your password and I’ll give it to you. If you check Skyward all you’ll see there will be a midterm and final grade. Not much information because grades are just letters that don’t tell you anything about what your child knows. I will be encouraging students to focus on what they are learning and to pay attention to the feedback they get because what they are learning is far more important than any number of points, percentage, checks, number, or letter grade. If one student gets a C and another gets a B what does that tell you? Is the B student really smarter or really know more than the C student? Hard to tell from a letter that is just an average of other averages. Because I must put a grade on Skyward I will negotiate with individual students as to what grade will go on Skyward. I can also just give a P for pass so we can skip the whole letter grade thing. Letter grades are worth points on Skyward that factor into a student’s Grade Point Average (GPA). If you would prefer to get a Pass I can put a P on Skyward and that P will have no effect on the overall GPA. The feedback your child gets in class and the work your child produces along with my progress report will give you a lot more information on how your child is doing in Science anyway.
21st Century Learning:
My primary goal is to provide a student-focused environment where responsibility is practiced and all students are challenged and engaged in meaningful learning through inquiry. I will help foster that environment by having students Create, Connect and Collaborate. I strongly believe that all students can be successful and learn Science. I do my best to provide exciting learning opportunities using the tools of the 21st Century. I incorporate technology into many of my lessons because technology is an excellent way for students to create, communicate, share and comment on what they are learning. I want my students to learn the way they learn best and the way that people learn and share information now. Even though students can use home computers, laptops or cell phones and mobile devices they are not required to use any of those. If your child does not have a computer or the Internet at home and cannot stay after school to use my class computers or library computers assignments can still be turned in using paper and pencil. No need to buy anything, please! We will have 10 iMacs, 1 Dell desktop, 1 HP laptop, 1 MacBook laptop and sometime in September we will have 5 Dell netbooks and sometime in October we will have 12 iPads! That means that each student will have access to one machine each to work on when we need computers. I’m very excited about the opportunities that will provide. One idea I have for this year is to have students use their blogs as either their whole electronic portfolio or as part of their electronic portfolio for student-led conference day. It will be very exciting!
Student Expectations:
In this classroom students will be given the privilege and the important responsibility to take a great deal of ownership over how their time is spent in class. Planning and managing time and workload takes self-control and motivation. These skills are essential for student success in middle school, high school, and college, as well as being a contributing member of our society. Project-based or problem-based learning is a great way to learn responsibility. Success depends largely on how hard a person works. Even if we’re not good at something by working hard at it and practicing and getting better we will succeed. In order to get better at something mistakes will happen. So in Science I value hard work and taking risks without fear of failure because that’s how students will learn and improve. When it comes to working together the key word is RESPECT. So my main rule in this class is that students show respect to me, to each other, to any guests in our school, and of course to you, their parents.
Al González
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The Foss Diversity of Life Science kit links -


� HYPERLINK "http://lhsfoss.org/scope/folio/html/DiversityOfLife/1.html" ��http://lhsfoss.org/scope/folio/html/DiversityOfLife/1.html�


and


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fossweb.com/modulesMS/DiversityofLife/index.html" ��http://www.fossweb.com/modulesMS/DiversityofLife/index.html� 














